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Abstract 

This research focuses on the two mausoleums of Baba-Tavakol and Mir-

Motahhar located in the village of Babalangar in Khorasan Razavi Province, 

which are in better conditions compared to the other monuments in the village. 

These two buildings have rich cultural and natural backgrounds among the 

historical buildings in that place, but they have not been investigated in detail yet. 

This research seeks to study these buildings, their development, and founders. 

Getting to know these two tombs as much as possible will lead to more effective 

decisions in the future to repair the damages and ensure their durability. The 

proximity of the two tombs is also addressed in this research. It is done in the first 

stage by documenting the tombs and studying their historical background and 

then by examining the periodization and additions of the buildings. The data are 

finally compared to achieve the expected results. The characteristics of the two 

tombs are investigated using collection methods and documentary and field 

studies. The Documentary studies include the study of books, travelogues, 

dedication letters, photographs, articles, journals and periodicals, related theses, 

and other research items. The field studies are also conducted by visiting the site, 

mapping, modifying the maps, and taking photos as well as interviews and 

discussions with experts, experts, and residents of the region. The research shows 

that the construction period of the building is related to the Timurid era, and a 

person with the nickname "Belqeis Zaman" was the founder. The initial core of 

the tombs was a domed four-room tomb with four openings, which were closed 

in later periods, and two porches were added in the eastern part of the building. 

According to the results of the investigation, there are similarities and differences 

between the two tombs in the arch plans and coverings and the implementation 

techniques and materials. The findings also show that the mausoleum of Mir-

Motahhar was built with a time gap from the mausoleum of Baba-Tavakol, and 

the previous structural defects were repaired in it. 
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Extended Abstract 

1. Introduction 

The tombs of Baba-Tavakol and Mir-Motahhar are among the most valuable monuments in the 

village of Babalangar. According to the new country divisions, Babalangar is part of the Meshkan 

section of Khoshab City in Razavi Khorasan Province. These two tombs are located in the northern 

part and outside the village at the foot of Mount Asghalan. To access the two tombs, after passing 

the village, go to the top of the opposite mountain, first reach a dry tree and then Mazhar Qanat in 

the middle of the village and the bathroom, which are located on the right side of the path. A 

sheriff's fort or prison is located at a higher altitude, a short distance from the bathroom. On the 

left, there is a cave or shelter. There are crypts on the way to the tombs, these two tombs are 

surrounded by a entrance gate which is located on the south side of the two tombs and the wall 

connected to it. On the south side of this entrance is a caravanserai, and, next to it and on the 

southwest side of the tombs, there is a reservoir building. Some quadrangle and a healing spring 

are located on the east and west sides of the tombs. Among other natural works are the sea fossils, 

many gardens, and water springs in the region. Native architectural style, canvas materials, simple 

plan and facade design, and local techniques in the construction of these two tombs have made 

them unique. 

2. Research Methodology 

In this research, various written documents such as dedications and inscriptions, field observation, 

and analysis of the structural components and elements of tombs are discussed. Questions about 

the construction system of tombs, the degree of influence on each other, and more detailed matters 

of buildings such as the type of covering and their construction techniques are answered with 

descriptive-historical and analytical methods through field studies. In the descriptive-historical 

section, the recognition of the tombs of Baba-Tavakol and Mir-Motahhar is based on the collection 

of documents such as inscriptions and dedicatory deeds and their re-reading as well as field 

observations of the buildings. In the comparative part, a comparison is made between the two 

tombs based on the quality of the construction system and the techniques used. For this purpose, 

first, various data about the primary structure of the building, and the type of arches and vaults are 

collected, and then a comparison is made between the two tombs. Finally, in the third part, the 

information on how to build and the common features in the two parts is analyzed and examined. 

3. Results and discussion 

In this part of the article, the transformations and physical additions of the two tombs were studied 

based on historical documents and the analysis of maps through field visits. A comparative study 

of the architecture of the two tombs showed that their structures were in the form of a four-room 

domed house in which there were intrusions in different periods such as inclusion of three openings 

and porches. 

Another difference between the two buildings is their decorations. In appearance, the tomb of 

Baba-Tavakol is simpler and is built with local materials, plaster decorations (mostly in Qajar 
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period), and paintings (Teimuri and Safavi periods). They show the honor and respect that people 

gave to this buried figure (who was probably one of the mystics). The decorations of Mir-Motahhar 

focus on the same brickwork as on the exterior of the building, which increases the suspicion that 

the buried person was an emir. 

The use of arches that are completely identical to the primary structure of the two tombs is 

considered as a similarity of these two tombs. According to the study of the technique of 

constructing the two tombs, it can be stated that the tomb of Baba-Tavakol was built with a time 

gap and earlier than the tomb of Mir-Motahhar. Also, the defects that existed in the construction 

of the tomb of Baba-Tavakoll were not repeated in the building of the tomb of Mir-Motahhar; 

rather, they were corrected. 

4. Conclusion 

Examining and comparing the construction periods and the characteristics of the construction 

techniques of the two tombs revealed that, although the physical structures of the two tombs look 

similar, the difference in the construction techniques and the type of materials proves that these 

two buildings were not built at the same time. The defects of Baba-Tavakol's tomb were not 

repeated; they were corrected in the building of Mir-Motahhar's tomb that was built after that. The 

architect used different materials according to his needs in the construction of the Mir-Motahhar 

tomb. The foundation of the building was made with rubble stone and wood to control and restrain 

the thrust and traction forces in different parts of the building. Another important point about Mir-

Motahhar’s tomb is the correct use of three-arched designs in the construction of the dome. 
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