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202r5uary The Muzaffarids were among the rulers of Iran in the 14th century AD, governing

various regions of the country, particularly the central plateau. Among the public
buildings constructed during this period were educational institutions, especially
June 30, 2025 religious schools (seminaries). Some of these buildings have been lost over time, and
no comprehensive research has yet been conducted on the architectural models of these
schools, which could provide an introduction to the study of the Yazd architectural
style. The main aim of this research is to analyze the architecture of this period based
on existing evidence and remains from three perspectives: structural-physical,
construction technology, and decoration, all of which evolved after the Mongol era.
This historical study employs an inductive case study method, involving description
and analysis of the physical evidence left from the Muzaffarid period in Yazd, as well
as references to historical and indirect sources. The cultural, social, and civic influence
of this dynasty was remarkably significant during a short period—one of the most
important in lranian history—when the Iranian city-state emerged for the first time
after centuries of Turkish, Mongol, and foreign domination. The Muzaffarids
established an early form of stability and prosperity through the construction of public
facilities, including schools. The results of this study indicate that despite the brief
duration of the Muzaffarid era and the internal conflicts and threats posed by
Tamerlane, a degree of continuity in construction, as well as in cultural and social
activities, was achieved following structural restoration efforts. This period marked an
attempt to recover a lost identity that had been eroded over centuries. The subsequent
revival remained vibrant and dynamic, paralleling the reestablishment of Iranian
governance in the post-1lkhanid era. This cultural renaissance reached its peak with the
pattern; proliferation and variety of public buildings, along with the flourishing of artistic and
llkhanids; intellectual activities such as illustration, calligraphy, and the copying of mystical,
Mugzaffarids religious, scientific, and philosophical texts—most notably Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.
Furthermore, the architectural style of schools during this era was influenced by the
cultural and social conditions of the time. The study concludes that nearly all schools
were domed structures with decorative motifs characterized by durable pigments and
precise geometric ornamentation, reflecting a distinctive aesthetic in terms of practical
geometry, spatial composition, and diversity. Owing to the strong support and attention
of the Muzaffarid rulers, designers, and architects, creativity in architectural design
flourished. Therefore, despite the political instability of the period, the rulers’ relatively
balanced approach toward public welfare—especially in support of scholars—allowed
around one hundred schools to remain active throughout the era, serving as models for
subsequent architectural developments.
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