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anery Qohestan was the focus of the Ismailia sect due to its strategic location

on the communication routes, mountainous geographical background,
distance from the caliphate, and rich mineral resources. In this region,
there are 48 castles identified to belong to that era, most of which were
built on the heights and peaks of the mountains. The structure of such
castles is based on the geographic scope and landscape of mountains
and ridges, and geographical factors were influential in creating these
castles. This article analyzes the hierarchical and the central Place of
Ismailia castles according to environmental and geographical factors.
The analysis is based on environmental factors such as distance from
water sources and roads, type of land use, altitude above sea level, the
height of castles from the surface of the surrounding land, location of
castles concerning the degree of slope and direction, type of soil,
Keywords precipitation, and type of climate. According to the statistical analysis
Hierarchy and | ,qing the cluster method, among the Ismailia castles in Qohestan, there

tral place, | . . .
ff;;ﬁiapciiileS, is a three-ranked pattern with the centrality of the Kal Hassan Sabah
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Qohestan, Castle, the Kohan Dezh Castle of Nehbandan, and the Ferdous Castle
Birjand, Mount. The texts and historical sources also confirm it to some extent.
East of Iran, Most of the Ismailia castles are in the second rank, and only one castle

named Qaleh Zari (Zari Castle) is in the lowest rank. This castle differs
from the other Ismailia castles in its location in the surrounding
landscape.
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