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Abstract

The use of proportions in Iranian architectural decorations has fluctuated through different
periods. The Safavid and Qajar mosques are among the well-proportioned buildings in Iran,
and the beauty of their decorations is further enhanced by the use of geometric proportions. In
this research, the tiles of Sheikh Lotfollah and Seyed Mosques in Isfahan have been examined,
and the questions are raised as ‘what are the most widely used proportions used in the Shamseh
patterns of these two mosques?’ and ‘what are the similarities and differences between their
proportions?’ The purpose of this study is to achieve the amount and method of using golden
and Iranian proportions in the Shamseh patterns of those two buildings. The research method
was descriptive-analytical, and the data were collected through library work and field
investigation. The results indicated that the proportions used in the Shamseh patterns of these
two mosques are clearly different. Although golden and Iranian proportions have been used in
the Shamseh patterns of both mosques, the one in Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque between 1 and 2
is about 12% more than that in Seyyed Mosque. Also, the use of the Iranian proportions V2 and
V3 in Seyyed Mosque has been reduced by about 26% compared to Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque.
This could be due to the changes during the Qajar period and their effects on the art and
architecture of that period, including the declining trend of geometry and the rise of new
decorative species.

Keywords: Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, Seyed Mosque, Golden proportions, Iranian
proportions, Tile Shamseh pattern
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