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Abstract

One of the most important indigenous structures in Iran, which is directly related to the
agricultural economy, is the so-called pigeon house. Isfahan Province is one of the regions that
has played an important role in the background and construction of pigeon houses in the local
history of Iran. Since Gavart pigeon houses have not been carefully studied historically and
archaeologically, the aim of this study is to show the importance of these buildings in this
cultural area as well as to study the architectural and structural features of pigeon houses. The
most important question of this research is ‘what arrangements have been made in the
construction of such structures?’ In addition to the study of historical sources, field studies are
conducted. In order to achieve the mentioned goals, Mirza Ahmad Pigeon House has been
studied as a major pigeon house in the region. According to the surviving documents, this
pigeon house belongs to the Safavid period and was also used in the Qajar period. The building
is made of clay and has two floors, and its plan is cylindrical. The materials are completely
eco-friendly; they do not harm the environment. Like the other pigeon houses in the other parts
of Iran, the main purpose of building this pigeon house was to produce fertilizers to enrich
agricultural lands. But the industrial uses of that building such as dyeing, pest control, peace
of mind, and even the possibility of temperature and precipitation changes should also be taken
into consideration. The structure of this building has a relatively single pattern and seems very
simple in appearance, but the advanced engineering in their construction shows the taste, art
and engineering knowledge of Iranian architects. The engineers of such structures have used a
lot of designing skill, zoology and mathematics to make them.

Keywords: Agricultural heritage, Mirza Ahmad Pigeon House, Safavid period, Isfahan, Gavart
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