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Architecture and construction techniques of the Zoroastrian Dakhma of Turkabad in Ardakan, Yazd

Typology of historic farmsteads in hot and dry climates relying on their physical and functional characteristics

A Holistic Perspective of the Relationship of Humans and Architectural Space with Focus on Parapsychology
Effects of Islamic Thought on the Evolution of Botanical Motifs in Iranian Architecture up until the likhanate Period
Recognizing Architectural Patterns of Khangahs in Timurid Era According to Documents and Texts

Protection of traditional clay and mud structures in desert cities by using moisture and sound absorbing pavements

Investigating the factors affecting the plan layout of single-yard houses in Isfahan (Case study: Houses built before
Y'Y+ AH)

Description Principles governing the architecture of the house with emphasis on religious and doctrinal foundations
Case study (Zoroastrian houses in Yazd)

Investigating the language of the pattern of historical squares in Yazd region and compiling rules for designing urban
squares

Achieving a housing construction pattern and density commensurate with the water conservation approach in com-
parison to two climates, low rainfall, and high rainfall

Investigation and analysis of physical-functional characteristics in rural housing(Case study: Garman Village of Shah-
rood)

Analysis Methods to Strengthen Adobe Structures with an Emphasis on Reinforcement elements based on Clay
Regulations and Standards in New Zealand, Morocco, Peru and the United States
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Abstract

Sufism and Khangah buildings are an integral part of Iranian architectural history that was
considered a center for promoting Islam and its expansion in different regions for centuries. Many
consider Khangah as one of the charity buildings; because these buildings often provided the
required welfare amenities for the settlement of sufis, travelers, and people of that region, such as a
chamber for resting and settling, a kitchen for preparing daily meals, a mosque, school, caravanserai,
cistern, etc., Having these services all together was beneficial for Sufis, travelers and poor people.
Khangah systems were formed in various ways from an architectural perspective over their lifetime
due to their status, manner, and in the period of different governments. Studying and recognizing
their various aspects reveals the latent dimensions of these buildings. Timurid era was the last period
of the history of Iranian architecture in which the khangah system, played a determining role as an
essential pillar in terms of the historical and cultural dimensions of Iranian architecture; and thus,
its study seems necessary and beneficial. The nature of khangah must be considered more than a
place for mysticism and praying, because khangahs were often associated with the society and linked
to significant urban facilities, such as mosques, schools, caravanserai, baths, etc. In recent years,
few studies have been done on the aspects of the formation and architecture of the khangah. The
lack of sufficient studies in this regard raises questions about their architecture. The current study
aims to analyze the cultural context of Sufism and identify the patterns of khangah system formed
in the Timurid era in central Asia, Southern Asia, and a part of contemporary Iran. This research
was a descriptive-analytical study. It was attempted to identify the aspects of the cultural history of
khangah by examining library sources, such as books, papers, historical and architectural evidence,
recognize khangah spaces and draw patterns of khangah in the Timurid era by analyzing technical
architectural and research documents. Research findings show that khangahs of the Timurid era
consisted of a central core, such as a main dome house or courtyard that other spaces were formed
around them as a result of which the khangahs of this period were built based on two patterns: single-
buildings and complex-Arsen.
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